a For much more on flying safely see www.thomaspturner.net.
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FLYING LESSONS for August 28, 2008

# $ % !
FLYING LESSONS ™ ' $ W L "o $  might
e " % # " "
! % ! # 1 oo#
n FLYING LESSONS ! "
$ LA ! " FLYING LESSONS # o )*
% " S5 p

| FLYING LESSONS IS AN INDEPENDENT PRODUCT OF MASTERY FLIGHT TRAINING, INC.

This week’s lessons:

August has been a (typically) bad month
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The industrial safety industry
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An informational letter from the Federal Aviation Administration recommends pilots test their
ability to hear cockpit noises, alarms and warnings while wearing noise-canceling headsets.

The non-regulatory InFO ("Information For Operators") letter alerts pilots "who may be using
noise-canceling headsets [to] the potential for misdetection of audible alarms and other
environmental sounds.” FAA recognizes the "many beneficial effects" of noise cancellation
but, "since the specific frequencies" masked by different headsets "varies by make and model"
and those frequencies are "often proprietary to the manufacturer," recommends pilots
determine, both on the ground and in flight, if they can adequately hear

--audible alarms

--abnormal engine or mechanical noises

--vibration or wind noises

--communications with passengers not wearing headsets
--other aircraft during ground operations

with the noise-canceling feature engaged. If the pilot cannot hear these sounds with noise
canceling engaged, the FAA suggests they "find other solutions" to detecting these sounds or
"discontinue the use of noise-canceling headsets." For more read the FAA's InFO letter.
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e IFR pilots need to actively maintain awareness of severe weather along their route of flight.

e Recent NTSB investigations have identified several accidents that appear to be wholly or
partly attributable to in-flight encounters with severe weather.

e Each pilot [in these accidents] had readily available alternatives that, if utilized, would have
likely prevented the accident.




e ATC training and briefings to controllers have not been sufficient to ensure that pilots receive
the weather advisories needed to support good in-flight weather avoidance decisions.
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e  Severe weather avoidance is primarily your responsibility.

e The primary job of ATC is to keep IFR aircraft separated. When their workload permits,
controllers are also required to provide additional services such as weather advisories, and,
upon pilot request, suggested headings to avoid radar-displayed precipitation.

e The precipitation detection and display capabilities of ATC facilities vary from poor to
excellent.

e Approach control radar systems provide near-real-time weather depiction. En route centers
receive weather radar information from National Weather Service NEXRAD sites that refresh
the color precipitation data on ATC displays every 4 to 5 minutes.

e ATC radar systems depict only precipitation. Controllers cannot use radar to warn of
turbulence, icing, freezing rain, or other hazards to flight.

e The descriptive words for [precipitation] intensity were recently changed.

e Notall ATC radar systems can provide intensity information.

e Ambiguous use of the term “when able” has also led to confusion.

e Give pilot reports. Controllers use them to confirm their radar weather depiction.

e If you find yourself in need of ATC assistance, ask specific questions [as suggested in the

Safety Alert].
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NEW PISTON BEECHCRAFT REPORTS THIS WEEK
The August 28, 2008 Weekly Accident Update is now posted at
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For more information, commentary and analysis see the Beech Weekly Accident
Update link at www.thomaspturner.net.
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Fly safe, and have fun!
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